needs of chronic disease' by G Forsyth & R F L Logan and 'Operations research in general clinical practice' by J Fry. Miss E M Brooke has joined with an American colleague, J N Marby, in a paper on the needs for mental hospital facilities in Britain. The American contributions range from a thoughtful review by 0 W Anderson on 'Research in hospital use and expenditures', which would repay study by British administrators, to an account of a household survey entitled 'Medical care in Aluminum City: Families and their "regular doctors" '.
As is to be expected, there is a marked variation in the quality of the papers. Dr Fry's contribution presents an excellent account of the problems facing general practice in this country and he makes a plea for operational studies designed to provide more factual information on which to base judgments. At the same time it is refreshing to see his statement that it is quite useless to try to devise some magic formula for a system of medical care that can be successful in all situations.
Several of the papers include excellent bibliographies.
R M SHAW
The Encyclopedia of General Practice edited by G F Abercrombie VRD MA MD and R M S McConaghey OBE MD Appendix and Index volume pp 363 +240 £4 5s per set of 7 volumes London: Butterworths 1965 The final volume completes this comprehensive work with the main index and an appendix entitled General Practice. The latter is composed of a number of articles which together give an overall view offamily medicine as it is today. Some of the references to National Health Service practice are perhaps a little theoretical. Practice in general may not be quite so idyllic as the author suggests. Nevertheless it is sound to have high standards at which to aim, however difficult or impossible it may be to obtain them at the moment.
Chapters on practice premises, practice methods, records and recording methods are particularly useful, especially to the doctor starting up in practice. Although sections on industrial health and the public health service explain and give much valuable information about branches of medicine that are familiar to many, these are fields in which there may be considerable overlap and repetition with everyday general practice. There is much food for thought here, not only for general practitioners who wish to reach the highest standards, but also for those administrators who have the future of family medicine at heart. Sections on research and postgraduate study are full of helpful information, but exactly how all these aspects of practice can be covered properly by one man in the context of presentday medicine is a great problem which very few, if any, solve.
An index to the appendix, to contributors and to the main work follows. These have been compiled with the practical approach in mind and references are grouped under main headings, as well as individually.
T 0 MCKANE

Ischio-Femoral Arthrodesis by John Crawford Adams MD MS FRCS pp vi + 112 illustrated 35s
Edinburgh & London: E& SLivingstone 1966 J Crawford Adams prefaces this treatise with a tribute to the late H A Brittain of Norwich who originally designed this particular method of ischiofemoral arthrodesis and so impressed the author with the technique and results of the operation that he became determined to adopt it in his own practice.
The information, arising from 138 such operations performed during the last fifteen years, is presented in nine chapters dealing with various aspects of the problem. It is a careful clinical, technical and statistical report. The history of the development of the operation, its indications, its technical details and the post-operative management, are described and illustrated so beautifully and clearly that one's satisfaction is spontaneous and complete.
Adams is an undoubted master in the art of writing and editing so that with this unique and extensive experience the essential ingredients of a valuable and indeed classical monograph are here marshalled and the result has nothing at all about it that is disappointing. As the last page is turned it can be said that the seal has been placed on this subject for a generation to come. 'package deal' as a textbook of physiology. The arrangement has worked surprisingly well. The weight of each volume is a mere 11 lb so that they are pleasant to handle, whereas the average textbook requires a book rest. Together they very adequately cover the whole of physiology except for neurophysiology, both peripheral and central. This surprising omission is unfortunate and means that in spite of its title the work cannot be considered a comprehensive 'Physiology for Medical Students'. There is also no attempt to cover biochemistry or histology, but these are more usually dealt with in separate books. The accounts all start at an elementary level, but progress to include the most recent work compatible with their original date of publication. The contributions of the individual authors are as follows: Burton on the circulation, Comroe on respiration, Davenport on the digestive tract, Pitts on the kidney and body fluids, and Tepperman on metabolic and endocrine physiology. An example of the fresh approach to be found in several places is Burton's opening chapter, which debates teleologically the requirements of a circulation as seen by a 'Celestial Committee on Design of a Mammalian Circulation'. These interesting volumes are well printed and well illustrated, but their chief appeal will probably remain as a series of individual monographs rather than as a textbook. This book presents a wide selection of current work in the field of geriatric medicine. The most important contribution is the F E Williams lecture by Dr G F Adams on the prospects of patients with strokes. He shows how better methods of rehabilitation developed in geriatric departments over the past ten years have improved the prognosis for recovery in those who survive the initial acute stroke.
The other papers cover many different topics including hypothermia (A Kekwick), osteoporosis (B E C Nordin), malabsorption (C C Booth), depression (F Post), lung function (J C Gilson), falls (J H Sheldon), ischmmic disorders of the brain (D J Williams), and heart (J Wedgwood). A N Exton-Smith on pressure sores is a model of clarity and L Wollner on postural hypotension presents a first-class piece of clinical science.
Some of the papers summarize work that has already appeared in specialist journals, but it is a great convenience to have them between the covers of this modestly priced little volume. The book will be essential reading for the increasing number of physicians specializing in geriatrics, and will be helpful to the many others who have to practise it willy-nfilly. It is the first time that the Royal College of Physicians has given serious attention to this subject and in view of the increasing importance of geriatric medicine one hopes it will not be the last. Nothing sums up this conference better than some words by Professor M Roth: 'After many decades of increasing specialization and fragmentation, geriatric medicine is helping to re-establish the unity of medical practice and probably foreshadows many developments in the medicine of the future.' R E IRVINE A Synopsis of Anasthesia by J Alfred Lee MRCS LRCP MMSA FFA RCS DA and R S Atkinson MA MB BChir FFA RCS 5th ed pp 774 illustrated 37s 6d Bristol: John Wright 1964 This book, which began as a small vehicle for the conveyance of information in neatly arranged little packets, is now in danger of becoming a wellstuffed pantechnicon. None the less I do not recommend that the book should be abbreviated nor that any of the paragraphs should be further condensed; I suggest only that the title should be changed: a 'Compendium' sounds too heavy, a 'Myriobiblion' too recondite, a 'Pantechnicon' too large, so I offergratisthe word 'Grammar' (Shorter OED: Grammar, para 6: 'a. The fundamental principles or rules of an art or science. b. A book presenting these methodically').
It has always been one of the most useful books on the subject; it remains so and should be available to all concerned with anaesthetics.
GEORGE ELLIS
The Chromosome Disorders An Introduction for Clinicians by G H Valentine MB chB MRCP DCH FRCP(C) pp x + 129 illustrated 25s London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1966 Knowledge of chromosome disorders is playing an increasingly important part in clinical work, particularly in the field of developmental abnormalities. In this book a poediatrician has succeeded in giving a very readable and clear account of the present state of the subject, which he has learnt both from his clinical experience and from his colleagues in the cytogenetics laboratory. He begins by giving a brief account of meiosis and mitosis and goes on to discuss how various types of chromosomal anomalies arise. There is an extremely clear chapter on dermatoglyphics, a subject which to the uninitiated is linked with fortune telling, but very good descriptions are given of the various patterns of finger-, palm-and sole-prints. Not all clinicians will wish to become involved with the probability tables for types of pattern, given in the chapter on mongolism. The
